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We had some general conversation on the tone and tem-
per of Congress and the country. The President is satis-
fied that his policy is correct, and is, I think, very firm in
his convictions and intentions to maintain it. The
Radicals who are active and violent are just as determined
to resent it.

I took occasion to repeat what I have several times urged,
the public enunciation of his purpose, and at the proper
time, and as early as convenient or as there was an oppor-
tunity, to show by some distinct and emphatic act his in-
tention to maintain and carry into effect his administrative
policy. That while a conflict or division was not sought but
avoided, there should be no uncertainty, yet a demonstra-
tion which should leave no doubt as to his determination.
On this we concurred.

January 31. The new shape of affairs shows itself in
the social gatherings. At Mrs. Welles's reception to-day, a
large number of the denizens of Washington who have not
heretofore been visitors and whose sympathies and former
associations were with the Rebels called. So many who
have been distant and reserved were present as to excite
her suspicions, and lead her to ask if I was not conceding too
much. These new social friends are evidently aware of ex-
isting differences in the Administration. I noticed at the
reception at the Executive Mansion last evening the fact
that there was a number in attendance as if by preconcert.
This I attribute more to the insane folly of the Radicals,
who under Thad Stevens are making assaults on the Pre-
sident, than to any encouragement which the President has
given to Rebel sympathizers. If professed friends prove
false and attack him, he will not be likely to repel such
friends as sustain him. I certainly will not.

While at a party at Senator Harris's, Senator Wilson took
me one side and inquired if we were to have a break in the
party. I told him I saw no necessity for it. The President
was honest and sincere in his policy; it has been adopted